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HOLIDAY POT LUCK

When: Saturday, December 10, 2011
Time: 5:00 pm set up
6:00 dinner

Place: The Albuquergue Garden Center, Lomas Blvd

What to do: Please bring a dish to share
Club will furnish  turkey, ham and BBQ beef entrees

Program: Please bring an interesting program last ing only 5

minutes
Laptops will be available so bring a USB (thumb) drive for your
presentation
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The Presi dentds Lettereée.

Greetings and Salutations.

Following a great presentation by Woody and good attendance at the November meeting, | am
optimistic that the Christma2arty/Dinner will be great.l just wish we couldhave some
strangers there to whom we could introduce our Societppe all of you have your cacti and
succuénts in out of the cold and are planning for next Sprimgam trying a few more
microclimates in my yard and hope that a few more plants shemdelves able to survive.

am especially trying several escobariaast Winter 6 out of 8 made it, thiginter | am shooting

for the best of 1Jand of coursel am trying some new plant families including several terrestrial
orchids. | am notworried about the cold for them as | am about the arid nature of my yard.
hope the bushels of leaves | have packed in will help as m8gecialnote, after all the
bragging | did about not loosing many plants in my yard last year, | did find severaathibat

had not made itThey were all echinocereus and echinocactugedespecially to apologize to
Sig for my bragging.Lastly, | think I am supposed to bring ham to the dinner, but it may have
been boar, and th& not a reference to me.......

Take care .....of your plants.

Carl Hime

The Mammillaria Corner

Jackson Burkholder - Colorado Cactus and Succulent Society

Mammillaria is one of the largest and most important genastge cactus family. It is also the

type genus for the family. There are around 200 species of mostly small globular cacti found in
Mexico and the US. Befor&drian Haworth named Bmmillaria in 1812, it had been used in
1809 by John Stackhouse namingemus of algae. Because the name was already usednBrit
andRosechanged it to Neomammillaria asthe custom. Because the dlgamenever caught

on, the name was changed back to Mammillaria in 1988.name is derived from thkatin
word O6maédmwhi ch means ni pplukerclésehctaanesagromirfentt h e
feature in most of theub tribeCoryphanthanaeBecauseMammillaria is one of my favorite
genusesl thought a columudedicated to a different species each mevithld befun.

| chose to highlight Mammillaria schumanbigcause it has recently been blooming for me and
the flowers are stunningl was first drawn to this species ity strange mint greeapidermal

color and itswhite and black spinesThesize ofthe flowers isuncharacteristic fothe genus and

| was quite surprisedhen it bloomed for the first timelt quickly became one of my favorites.

It flowers easily for me and mine hasdined several timesince March when | brought it out

of its winterdormancy.

This specieslid not start out as a dnmillaria. It was originally placed in thmonotypicgenus
Bartschellaby Britton and Rose. It was named for Dr. Paul Bartsch who sent them many cacti.
Even thoughits flowers look like a Coryphantha, atlied geaus, it did not have the groove
thetop of thetuberclelikeallCor yphant hadés do.



The species form clumps of several heads fathoblonggreygreen or bluish stenthat can
grow up to a foot in lengthThe tuberclesare large andchave nolatex in the sap that some
mammillarias do. It has both central and radial spines which are white with dark tijas 13
central spines which are hookadd9 to 15 regularly spaced radial spines. The flowers are up to
1.5 inchesin diameter funnel shaped, haslanceolatepetalsand are born sub apically on the
stem. They ar@ vibrant purpliskpink color with a greesix-lobed stigma with a style that is
slightly longer than the stamens. d bameGahy seed pods yet, but they are dulimemblor and
circumscissilesplitting or opening along a circumferenmecoming off like a lid.

It hails from Baja California Sur, Mexico where it growih pachycaul succulents likeoBjum
treesand Pachyarmis discolor.

Experimenting with Ammonium Sulfate and Acidic Water
Compliments Keith Woestehoff - Denver CCSS

Have you ever had a cactus or succulent for 4
ready to give up?Then this article is for you.

The Cactus and Succulent Society of America producesreobnt hl 'y publ i cation
and Succul ent JAugnalRO0l1O0l hsshe tUhéye was an
Nitrogen and Acidic Water for XElomoRolbeststande Pl ar
Malcolm Burleigh. In the NowDec, 2010 issue they had a follawp art i cl e titl ed

Systems for Success in Growing Plants, using
recommend that you read these articles. They have muchdetaiethan | can provide in this
article. To summarize, they promote fAapplying

a balanced (NPK) fertilizer using ammonium as the primary source of nitrogen during their
gr owi ng season.reowere some befere and dfter pittuees, plustestimonials. All
of which were very convincing.



Being the type of person who likes to tinker and try new things, | just had to experiment with
their recommendations. Their articles were mostly directed tplpeuith large scale growing
operations, not to a cactus nut with a meager 150 plant collection who is always scrambling for
more window space. So, | had to do multiple calculations keeping in mind that water chemistry
can be complicated and | had to bugraonium sulfate from a specialty store. Most public water
systems are alkaline (pH above 7.0). Ours is usually 7.4 but it does vary. Thus, a pH test kit is
essential. One can be bought at any aquarium or hydroponics store for less than $10. It is
essentialto purchase one that goes as low as 5.0. Not all pH kits go that low. Roberts and
Burleigh say that multiple acids can be used to lower pH. But their favorites seem to be sulfuric
acid or acetic acid (white vinegar). Because it is inexpensive and reaaiilable, | choose

white vinegar. | have found that just 1/8 cup of white vinegar added to 5 gallons of water is
enough to lower the pH of our water to 5.5. But note: if you use white vinegar to lower the PH,
you should use the mixture immediately siaceatural bacteria will eat the vinegar and the pH

will rebound over a few days. For reference, natural rain water has a pH between 4.8 and 5.6.
| mportant : Donodt follow my formula without t
complex. Always use aHptest kit to learn the correct mixture for your water.

Almost all commercial fertilizers use urea as the source of nitrogen, mostly because it is
inexpensive. Urea is absorbed slowly and for absorption, it needs a bacteria in the soil that keeps
the soilacidic. But in order to thrive, the bacteria needs to be kept moist. With cactus, our soils
are fast draining and dry out quickly and we
doesndét grow and the wurea i s ntastinadobnstioar carebe . Wi t
absorbed very quickly. Roberts and Burleigh
very expensive($4.26 plus shipping) so | bought 1 pound in small granular form from
www.soapgoods.com. The ratio recommended is 8 TBSPMihgaf you have a high humus

soil. If you have a high mineral soil, the recommendation is 2 TBSP/30 gallons. | have no idea if

my soi l is high mineral or high humus and | d
variety of soil overthe yearBut | ately | 6ve been using the bu
| figured, if | make an error, it should be on the side of caution. After doing some calculations, |
ended up using 1 teaspoon of ammonium sulfate/ 5 gallons water. To complete their
recomnendations, | also add a generic-2B20 fertilizer that is slightly diluted from the
manufacturero6és recommendation. The fertilizer
season, but acidic water should be used all year.

| started this new system the spring time when our plants were waking up from their winter

rest. | wanted to wait for an entire growing season before reporting the results. Now, that it is fall

time and our plants are beginning their winter rest, |1 can give a final report.nBotte; it

wor ks. | 6ve had numerous plants that have dor
SansevieriasThey are now growing and putting out runners for new baby plants. | have had my
best year for fl ower i ng. ring forotse frtime butjtheg are t ha't

flowering more profusely for a |l onger period
Sulcorebutiashoth in flowering and growth. In all new growth, the colors seem to be coming in

richer and deeper. My recomm&l at i on i s to try it. l'tés not a
youol l be pleased with the results. Il would b

of our meetings or via emaikeith.dwoestehoff@comcast.neln the meantime, look up the
original articles in the Cactus and Succulent Journal



mailto:keith.d.woestehoff@comcast.net

Edi t oSpécsal note

This is my Alast hurraho as the editor of the newsletter -- therefore the NMCSS needs a new
editorwith a continued vision for improvement, creativity and publishing skills. Please corsider
editing this publication as it is an important part of the NMCSS.

In addition, the Secretarial positionis vacant and is anessential positionin any organization.

In this day of too much to do and too little time, volunteering for such anayebeout of the
guestionfor somebut the duties aren@ difficult to accomplish, are straightforward anate as
follows: Record minutes of each board meetsgndelectronically to members foreview
before the next meetirfgr a vote and approval. Retain minutesfor future referencelf desired,
the secrety can also send welcome letters to new members to give them an overview of
activities and make them feel welcornteasegive volunteering for this post some thought.
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OFFICERS

PRESIDENT Carl Hime raresalt@yahoo.com 2932213
VPi SHOW & SALE Howard Sample drsamfam@msn.com 3635988
Show Dan Finley rosen@unm.edu 2622320
TREASURER Paul Logan ralstin_logan@yahoo.com 2686237
SECRETARY Vacant

COMMITTEES

PROGRAMS Scott Jackson stiack@unm.edu 2431228
Co-PROGRAM Steve Brack cactus@swcp.com 864-3131
GARDEN COUNCIL REP Judith Bernstein rosen@unm.edu 262-2320
LIBRARIAN Peter Bayon peterbay@aol.com 867-3457
WEBMASTER, LIAISON

STATE FAIR & CSSA Ralph Petrs rpeters52@gmail.com 2936356
NEWSLETTER Ellen Taylor time5168@msn.com 303-249-6553

HAPPY HOLIDAYS & HAVE A
PEACEFUL & FULFILLNG NEW YEAR!
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